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COST OF LIVING — FEES AND CHARGES 

1. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
Mr Speaker, if you will just indulge me a second, can I congratulate you on the good job you do as Speaker of 
the house, and thank you for that. We might have had a few difficulties in the dying days of last year, but I am 
sure we will get on well for the coming year. I thank the Premier for his kind phone call on my arrival in this 
role, and for his congratulations earlier today in the house. I also acknowledge the member for Belmont, who is 
an outstanding parliamentarian; I wish him all the best in his remaining year in the Parliament and for life 
beyond this place.  
Opposition members: Hear, hear! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I refer to the Western Australian Council of Social Service “The Rising Cost of Living in 
WA” report released in December 2011, which highlights that 19 417 referrals were made to financial 
counsellors in the last financial year due to rising utility prices, compared with 9 456 referrals in the previous 
year.  
(1) Can the Premier confirm that his government has recently slashed funding for 23 financial counsellors 

provided by organisations such as Anglicare? 

(2) What commitment can the Premier give to immediately reversing this decision? 

(3) Will the Premier commit, in the upcoming budget, to not inflicting more savage increases to fees and 
charges on Western Australian families? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question, and I again repeat my congratulations on his election as 
opposition Labor leader; I wish him well. 

(1)–(3) Perth is the twelfth most expensive city in the world to live in, which is sort of a chilling realisation. We 
are not the most the expensive city in Australia—Sydney and Melbourne are more expensive—but, 
nevertheless, that is the reality; the cost of living is high here. There are a number of reasons for that: 
the strength of the economy; demand on services; and, yes, electricity prices are a factor.  

But do not underestimate the understanding of the public of Western Australia. The public of Western 
Australia well know that the Labor Party was advised, when in government, that electricity prices had 
to rise in the order of 70 per cent, and it was the Labor Party that promised the people of Western 
Australia that when it broke up Western Power, electricity prices would fall. No matter how long the 
opposition carries on with this, it underestimates the understanding of the public of Western Australia. 
The public understands.  
This government did not run away from the hard decision. We did not duck the decision, we did not try 
to deceive the public; we told them the truth and we said that electricity prices will need to rise. They 
have risen over two successive years, and last year by five per cent. We made the hard decisions and the 
community knows that that bullet has been bitten. For as long as members opposite pretend that their 
policies succeeded when everyone knows they were an abject failure, they will not be taken seriously. 
Has the Labor Party already forgotten that this government provided a 25 per cent across-the-board 
funding increase for over 500 community organisations in the state? Those organisations can spend that 
it as they wish. When groups such as the Western Australian Council of Social Service told the former 
government that wages were too low and services were inadequate, the Labor government ignored 
them. This government provided a 25 per cent increase, which is $604 million extra. That is one of the 
proudest decisions of this government. The true believers opposite—the Labor Party; the carers for the 
underprivileged—told them to go away. 

 


